
                                                                    
 
 
 
 

Erin go Bragh!  
 

 

Greetings! Happy Spring and Happy Moisture! 

 

I’m anxious to get out in my garden. Maybe, rake up the pine needles and watch the 

bulbs come up.  

 

Those of you who attended the last meeting were treated with a wonderful program 

by our own Louise Heern on Gardening at High Altitudes. It was great to see the room 

filled with so many guests and potential members.  A big welcome to all of you! 

 

Please come to our next meeting April 11th.  There will be a speaker from the Nature 

Center.  See you on the 11th! 

 

Joan 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
     

  

APRIL 2017 

NEXT MEETING  
TUESDAY 

April 11, 2017  
 

BERGEN PARK FIRE 
HOUSE 

9:00 a.m. Social 
9:30 a.m. Meeting 

 

 

THE PROGRAM FOR APRIL 
 
 

Habitat and "Wisecaping" 
 

The best landscaping ideas for bringing 
birds and wildlife to your back yard. 

 

Colleen Kulesza from the Evergreen 
Audubon Nature Center will present this 

informative program. 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   
 

Evergreen Garden Club Meeting Minutes 
March 14, 2017 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:37 a.m. by President Joan Evashevski.  Board 
members present were 2nd Co-Vice President, Annell Hoy, Secretary, Gloria Owens, 
Treasurer, Jane Wingquist, Susan Garcia, Tech Officer and Susan Blake, Past-
President.  Absent:  1st Vice President, Lindy Doty, and 2nd Co-Vice President Linda 
Berteau. 
 
Cindy Gibson introduced 23 new guests.  New members who joined are:  Susan 
Beaudoin, Cate Esstman, Jennifer McGarth, Louise Sprot, Loretta Tsu, and Nicole 
Weary. 
 
The President announced the March birthdays:  Lucy Ginley, Ruth Alford, Jane 
Wingquist, Roseann Paslay, Marnie Chisholm.  She also announced an invitation 
received from Center Stage to see the dress rehearsal of “Enchanted April,” March 23rd 
at 7:30 p.m.  There is no fee. 
 
Secretary:  Gloria Owens read a note from EChO Food Bank thanking the Evergreen 
Garden Club for the donation of 259 pounds of hearty soups, cornbread and other 
groceries.  She also sent March birthday cards to five members listed above.  The 
minutes of the February General meeting was approved as printed in the Wild Iris. 
 
1st Vice-President:  No report 
 
Directory:  Annell Hoy announced there were addendum updates to the directory 
available at the Welcoming Table. 
 
Hospitality:  Annell announced the Irish centerpiece was donated by Gayle Gordon. 
 
Treasurer:  Jane Wingquist stated there is $2,561 in checking account and $16,829 in 
savings account.  She also announced receiving a flyer for a European Garden Tour for 
May 2017.  Anyone interested regarding details were to see her.  She also made a 
payment of $52.00 to Forest Heights School for school bags. Jane announced any new 
visitors who wished to become members could go online and pay membership on our 
website, write a check or pay with a credit card to see her following meeting. 
 
Publicity:  No report 
 
Natural Resources:  Mary Dickoff announced to plan early gardens and to water 
gardens now due to lake of snow and dry winter.  She stated the Foothills gardeners 
were planning a seed party Friday, 18 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                     
  

Evergreen Garden Club Meeting Minutes (Con’t) 
March 14, 2017 

 
Tech Officer:  Susan Garcia announced her home sold and she will be moving to Virginia.  
She said she would need a replacement Tech Officer. 
 
Public Gardens:  Lynn Dimmick announced Peggy & Dale Fetchenhier have stepped down 
as chair of the Evergreen Dam Garden.  Annell Hoy has been appointed as the new 
chairperson. 
 
Nominating:  Annell Hoy announced Cherie Luke has accepted nomination to be 1st Vice 
President.  Cindy Gibson has accepted nomination to be Secretary and Kris Waggoner 
accepted treasurer.   Jean Lipson accepted to be at the Welcoming table.  She stated we still 
need someone to accept Tech Officer.   
 
Earth Day:  Diane Aldridge announced all is ready for Earth Day at the Lake House on 
April 22, 2017. 
 
Rodeo:  Annell passed a clipboard around for persons who are interested in being a walker 
for the rodeo parade on June 17, 2017.  Jan and Steven Parks donated 2000 bags for seed 
packing day May 4th from 9 – Noon at the Fire Training & Rescue Center.  She also needs 
participants to carry the banner as well as handing out seeds.  She is looking for an old 
antique truck for the parade. 
 
With no further business the meeting adjourned at 10:12 a.m. 
 
Lynn Dimmick introduced Dick Swain who spoke on “Go Farms.”  Also Louise Heern, a 
Master Gardener spoke on “High Altitude Gardening and understanding the challenges of 
gardening in the mountain community. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Gloria Owens, Secretary 
 



  

THANK YOU!! 
 
We would like to thank the following members for volunteering to fill the upcoming 
Evergreen Garden Club Board positions for 2017-2019. 
 
Nominations and approval by the membership will be at the June 13, 2017 meeting. 
 
1st Vice President:   Cherie Luke 
Secretary:   Cindy Gibson 
Treasurer:   Kris Waggoner 
 
Technology Officer: Vacant 

THANK YOU! 

 
Jan and Steven Parks for 
Donating 2000 Bags for  

Seed Packing day May 4th! 



 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    About Those Pocket Gophers… 
            

 
In an attempt to ‘move things along’ during the High 
Altitude Gardening Presentation last month, I feel I may 
have gotten a little ahead of myself and missed 
mentioning some important/useful information in regards 
to eliminating Pocket Gophers. Here’s a more ‘complete’ 
re-cap!  
 

• A mounded pile of dirt is almost always proof 
positive of a pocket gopher. 

 
• Pocket gophers do not hibernate and are active all 

year long. Some can be the size of a guinea pig. 
  

• They very rarely come above ground. Personally, I 
have only seen them during the ‘excavation’ 
process! 

  
• Except for the breeding season in spring and early 

summer, they are solitary and territorial, so what 
looks like a lot of activity can actually be caused 
by just one pocket gopher. 

 
• Activity seems to increase in the fall, as mothers 

evict their summer litters, and the ‘kids’ go off to 
establish territories of their own. This is the time 
to be very vigilant! 

 
• Pocket Gophers destroy both new and established 

plant, shrub, tree roots and tubers. 
 

• A plant that comes up in its entirety during spring-
clean-up has most likely been lost to a pocket 
gopher. The picture to the right shows the fatal 
damage to (what was) a beautiful 4-year-old 
Austrian Copper Rose bush.  

 
 
 



 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Eliminating Pocket Gophers 
            

 

Pocket gophers are typically too large for snap traps. There are multiple pocket 
gopher traps available on the market and said to be the most humane way to 
eliminate them, however, you must ensure they are placed correctly in the plug or 
tunnel and secured. 
 
 

  
  

 
 
 

 
Before you put time and energy into either trapping or poisoning, make certain the 
burrow is active! To do this, uncover the mound to expose the plug and re-check 
later. If it is covered back up, it is an active burrow and your best chance of 
elimination. 

 

PLUG 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

** If you decide to use a rodenticide, choose the most effective, least toxic available to 
minimize potential non-target poisoning. Four rodenticides are registered for pocket 
gopher control in Colorado: 
 
       Strychnine (0.25 to 0.5 percent active ingredient); 
   Zinc phosphide (2 percent active ingredient); 
   Chlorophacinone (Rozol) (0.005 percent active ingredient); 
   Diphacinone (Eaton’s Answer) (0.005 percent active ingredient). 
 
NOTE:  BEFORE USING ANY RODENTICIDE, READ AND FOLLOW THE LABEL 

TO MINIMIZE HARM TO CHILDREN, PETS AND OFF-TARGET WILDLIFE. 

 
** Resource: Colorado State University Extension; Fact Sheet #6.515  
 
 

    Eliminating Pocket Gophers 
            

Care must be taken to ensure 
that the poison is actually 
placed in the tunnel.  
 
There is equipment you can 
purchase for this reason. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    Preventing Pocket Gopher Damage 
            

 
 
 

 
 
 

Since pocket gophers rarely come above ground, 
some of the most effective natural predators  

are those that can access their tunnels. 

Ermine 

Rat Snakes 

Determined Terriers! 

For shrubs, plant the large metal laundry 
basket from Target directly into the ground. 

Line the bottom of raised beds. 

Plant small & medium wire 
baskets from the Dollar Store 

directly into the ground. 

Line the planting hole with ¼ inch  
hard cloth wire from Home Depot 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwifisLx7_rSAhWL5IMKHZLECPQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.twpinc.com/wire-mesh-material/discounted-mesh&psig=AFQjCNEfqY1xmPxceIDLCsX_P3gUjh9QBA&ust=1490848003576042


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  http://www.ddfl.org/news/working-cat-program-working/ 
 

Something to think about if you have a barn, workshop, large garage 
or outdoor area or horse property that needs rodent control. 

Learn more by following the link below. 
 

http://www.ddfl.org/news/working-cat-program-working/
http://www.ddfl.org/news/working-cat-program-working/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

EARTH  DAY! 
 

April 23, 2016 - 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Evergreen Lake House 

 
Join us at the 27th Annual Mountain Area Earth Day Fair from 10 am to 3 pm 

Saturday, April 23 at the Evergreen Lake House. 
Admission will be free to all ages. Donations will be encouraged. 

 
 

http://www.evergreenrecreation.com/Facilities/Evergreen_Lake_House/lake_house_general_info.htm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjWjtmTrvjSAhUL8IMKHV_sAAkQjRwIBw&url=https://www.challenge.gov/challenge/government-wide-earth-day-hackathon/&psig=AFQjCNHkxJQid2zEIXAPyOu4DJaIfNwUhw&ust=1490761663630373


  

Come Join Us for  
Seed Packing Day! 

May 4, 2017 from 9 to Noon 
Bergen Firehouse Meeting Center 

Be a Part of the  
Evergreen Rodeo Parade! 

June 17, 2017 
We need Volunteers to Carry  

the EGC Banner as well as  
Walkers to Hand out Seeds!  

Please contact Annell Hoy 
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Pictures by Susan Blake 

Food, Fun & Fellowship 
at the March EGC Meeting! 



 
 
  EGC March Program 

 

It was a full house at the EGC 
March Meeting and Program with 
a total of 23 Guests and 31 
members!  
 
Dick Swain introduced the group to 
Go Farms – a non-profit with a 
mission to increase the supply and 
accessibility of fresh, healthy, home-
grown food to local communities.   
 
Yours truly, (Louise Heern) gave a 
presentation on Understanding & 

Overcoming the Challenges of 

High Altitude Gardening. Per some 
requests, several slides from the 
program are included below.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
  

 
  
 
 
 

http://www.planttalk.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

http://www.ext.colostate.edu/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Adding Organic Matter 

Resource: The Science of Gardening by David Whiting 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send any questions, corrections, additions or submissions  
for the Wild Iris to louiseheern@gmail.com 


